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MINUTES OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ‘Go To MEETING’ HELD ON TUESDAY 14th 

December 2021 at 1.00pm 

 

Councillors Present: 

Cllrs Paul Canning, Nicholas Crossan, Terry Crossan, Albert Doherty, Rena Donaghey, Martin 
Farren, Martin McDermott, Jack Murray 
 

Officials Present:  

John McLaughlin, Chief Executive Officer,  Aideen Doherty,  Area Manager, Housing & 

Corporate Services, Una Cresswell, A/Senior Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services, 

Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and Transportation,  Eamonn Mahon, Executive 

Engineer Road , Jimmy McLaughlin, Executive Engineer,  Roads. Ciaran Martin, Senior Economic 

Development Officer, Economic Development Unit, Killian Smith, Executive Planner, Brian 

McBrearty, Litter Officer, Leona Finlay, Assistant Planner and  Fiona Doherty, Development 

Officer, Community Development.  

 

21.83 Protocol for Remote Meetings 

The leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr Nicholas Crossan welcomed everybody to the meeting. He 

reminded the attendees of the meeting of the protocol for remote participation as previously 

advised in the amendment to standing orders. 

 

21.84 Consideration of the Minutes of the September Adjourned Meeting and October 
Meeting of Inishowen Municipal District held on 12th October 2021 
On the proposal of Cllr Paul Canning and seconded by Cllr Martin Farren, the minutes of the 

September 2021 Adjourned Meeting and October 2021 Meeting of Inishowen Municipal District 

Meeting held on 12th October 2021 were agreed. 

 

21.85 Consideration of the Minutes of the Budget 22 Meeting of Inishowen Municipal District 
Meeting held on 27th October 2021 
On the proposal of Cllr Paul Canning and seconded by Cllr Martin McDermott, the minutes of 
the Budget 22 Meeting of Inishowen Municipal District Meeting held on 27th October 2021 
were agreed. 
 

21.86 ENVIRONMENT  

Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer presented the extensive twenty-two-page 

Environment report to the members. Cllr Nicholas Crossan and Cllr Martin Farren thanked 

Mathew for the comprehensive report and for the tremendous work that is being carried out 

by the Environment Section. 
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Mathew referred the members to matters in the report including: 

 Awareness Videos re Bonfires 

 Air Quality  

 Climate Action  

 Moville Public Conveniences 

 Blue Flag Applications 

 Open Water Swimming and New Year Swims –Safety matters 

 School Bikes for Africa 

 Upcycling Challenge 

 My Waste Food Waste Road show 

 Coastal Management  

 Quad Bikes & Scramblers 

 Green Foods 

 Flood Relief Schemes 

 End of Life Electrical Gifts 

 Christmas Tree Recycling facilities/ 
 

 

21.86.01 Tidy Towns 2021 Competition 

Mathew Byrne said he would like to congratulate all those involved in the Tidy Towns 

Committee and local community groups who assisted in enabling Inishowen to do so well in the 

competition and particularly to Buncrana who achieved a gold medal in the Large Urban Centre 

category.  It was acknowledged that Donegal had done very well across the whole county. 

 

Cllr Martin Farren said he would like to acknowledge Moville Tidy Town Committee for winning 

a bronze medal in the competition. He said that credit was due to a small dedicated Tidy Towns 

team in Moville, led by Marian McDonald, who worked tirelessly with limited funds to keep the 

town looking well. Cllr Farren said that he would like to also thank the Roads Service for the 

maintenance of the Shore Green in Moville and the Community Development Scheme workers. 

He also expressed gratitude to Declan of the Cosy Cottage Café in Moville who provides 

breakfast for the volunteers after their clean ups. The work of the Dog and Litter wardens was 

also acknowledged. 

 

Cllr Farren said that he would also like to congratulate both Buncrana and Letterkenny for 

winning gold medals. 

 

Cllr Rena Donaghey concurred with Cllr Farren and congratulated all those involved in the 

competition. She said that as it was a virtual competition, it was more difficult to achieve 

points. Cllr Donaghey said that the 6th gold medal award for Buncrana was a major achievement 

and that the nine extra points that Buncrana achieved was very impressive. She expressed her 
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gratitude to George McDermott, DCC gardener for all his efforts and advice throughout the 

year. Cllr Paul Canning and Cllr Jack Murray agreed and said the awards were a well-deserved 

achievement.  

 

Cllr Albert Doherty and Cllr Terry Crossan said they wanted to be associated with the previous 

remarks. Cllr Terry Crossan thanked Mathew Byrne and all litter team for helping the Muff GAA 

club with their clean up. 

 

Cllr Albert Doherty referred to the red building in Carndoangh adjacent to the Public Services 

Centre which is used to store equipment for the community group and volunteers. He asked 

that the requirement of these groups needs should be explored. 

 

Cllr Albert Doherty said he welcomed the Tidy Towns reports and said that these should be 

analysed to help develop the best coordinated approach in terms of achieving points in the 

future. 

 

The consensus of all the members was that Inishowen had done very well in the competition 

and that the tremendous efforts of all should be appreciated. Cllr McDermott said that he 

believed small towns required more assistance and referred to previous suggestion of a 

gardener being put in place in Carndonagh. 

 

21.86.02 Brown Bins  

Cllr Albert Doherty suggested that any press releases regarding brown bins awareness should 

be placed in Inishowen local newspapers as well as in regional newspapers. 

 

21.86 03 White Strand, Buncrana– Sea swimming 

Cllr Terry Crossan asked about the possibility of changing huts being installed for sea swimmers 

at the White Strand in Buncrana 

 

21.86.04 Litter Fines 

Cllr Paul Canning suggested that details of statistics on litter fines and court cases should be 

made public and provided to the media with a view to deterring the public from dumping 

rubbish. He said there were still many cases of illegal dumping. He said he wished to thank 

Pearse McGrory and the litter team for their efforts in trying to keep Inishowen litter free. 

 

21.86.05 Public Conveniences  

Cllr Farren said he welcomed the ongoing work in Moville Public Conveniences. Cllr Jack Murray 

requested that the toilets at Ned’s Point be opened as soon a possible. 
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21.87 PLANNING  

Killian Smith, Executive Planner presented the report to the members. The report was taken as 

read. 

 

21.87.01 Planning Workshop - Settlement Frameworks   

It was agreed that a Planning Workshop on the Settlement Frameworks will take place at 11.00 

on 28th January 2022 

 

21.87.02 Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration Project 

Kiliian Smith advised that he had no further updates on the Carndonagh Tús Nua Regeneration 

Project but said that he would follow up on the status of the project with the team. 

 

21.87.03 Moville Regeneration Project 

Regarding a previous request from Cllr Martin Farren seeking to meet with Paul Kelly, Senior 

Executive Planner regarding a potential regeneration project for Moville, Kiliian Smith advised 

that he will also follow up on this matter. 

 

21.87.04 Disposal of Building Materiel  

In relation to previous discussions regarding disposal of building materials, Killian Smith  

referred to the Chief Executives report  on matters raised  in this regard at  the Special  meeting  

of the council on at  9th July 2021. He said he will lend a link to the members to access this 

report. 

 

Cllr Rena Donaghey queried if any sites in Inishowen had been identified for the disposal of 

building waste. She also asked if any sites have been offered for this purpose. Killian advised 

that there is a crossover of services on this matter with both Planning and the Environmental 

Waste Management Unit involved. He said that both services are aware of the situation and are 

willing to discuss and give advice regarding waste permits and planning requirements. 

 

21.87.05 Inishowen Planning Applications 

Killian Smith advised that Inishowen had the highest rate of applications in the county. Cllr Paul 

Canning said he would like to thank Killian Smith and Leona Finlay for their tremendous work, 

and he said he noted the statistics of 640 planning applications with 430 applications being 

granted which was great to see. He suggested that an additional member of staff may be 

necessary for the planning service dealing with Inishowen Municpal District. Cllr Rena Donaghey 

and Cllr Terry Crossan concurred  
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21.87.06 Planning Policy Rural Areas in Environs of Buncrana 

Cllr Paul Canning reiterated his concerns raised at a previous meeting suggesting that a revised 

housing policy for rural areas is required. He welcomed the workshop on 28th January 2022.  

Some discussion ensued and it was acknowledged that it was very difficult and there were 

serious issues for locals to obtain planning permission in the Buncrana Environs.  Cllr Murray 

agreed and said the defective concrete block issue has exasperated the situation in terms of 

housing options, particularly in the Buncrana area as there are no properties to buy or rent if an 

applicant is unsuccessful in getting permission to build their own home in their area of choice. 

Cllr Rena Donaghey stated that there was so much land that can not be built on at present 

either for residential or commercial use and that this needs to be addressed. She gave 

examples of siblings living in very close proximity where one sibling got permission, and another 

didn’t.  

 

The consensus of the members was that the sooner the new Buncrana Plan commences the 

better and that it was disappointing that Buncrana was delayed as the Letterkenny Plan to be 

completed first. Killian Smith advised that he will relay all the comments back to forward 

planning section in advance of the workshop in January. 

 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan welcomed the chief Executive to the meeting. 

 

21.87. 07 Local Delivery of Housing Action Plan  

Cllr Albert Doherty referred to the Submission of Housing Delivery Action Plans Local authorities 

and now requested to develop their Housing Delivery Action Plans and submit to the 

Department by 17 December.  He said that he assumed that the additional requirements in 

relation to the problems associated with the defective concrete blocks and challenges would be 

documented. 

He referred to Mica Redress Committee meeting last Friday which gave statistics regarding 

demolition requirements. He said he believed there will be a tsunami of applications in 2022.  

He asked if there had been any dialogue within the council in this regard. Cllr Farren concurred 

and said that the working group needs to play a significant part in addressing the changing 

situation. 

 

21.87.08 Casual Trading Laws 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan requested that Casual Trading Laws be put in place before next summer 

season in order to address the inequalities between casual traders and traditional  commercial 

rate paying  traders. 
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21.88 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The report circulated in the agenda was taken as read and Fiona Doherty; Development Officer 

highlighted and updated the Members on a few issues.  

 

21.88 01 Development Fund Initiative 2021 – Re-allocation of €2,500 awarded to Ard Kilbride 

Association, Carndonagh 

It was proposed by Cllr Martin McDermott and seconded by Cllr Paul Canning that funding of 
€1,500 originally awarded under the 2021 Development Fund Initiative to Ard Kilbride 
Association is awarded to Glengad Football Club.  
 
It was proposed by Martin McDermott and seconded by Cllr Martin Farren that funding of 
€1,000 originally awarded under the 2021 Development Fund Initiative to Ard Kilbride 
Association is awarded to Colgan Community & Resource Centre Ltd.  
 

21.88.02 Funding allocated under the Sláintecare Healthy Communities Programme for 
Inishowen.  
Fiona Doherty advised the Members of the funding allocation for Moville Playpark, Barrack Hill 
Town Park and the Tip O’ Neill Trail.  
 

21.88 03 Moville Playpark  
Cllr Martin Farren congratulated and welcomed the funding allocation of €81,027.08 for the 
upgrade and improvement of the existing playground at Moville. He also said he looked 
forward to the outcome of the Town and Village Renewal funding application for Moville and 
thanked Fiona Doherty for her work throughout the year.  
 
21.88.04 Barrack Hill Town Park, Carndonagh  
Cllr Albert Doherty welcomed the funding allocation of €124,204.19 for the upgrade of the 
existing playground and facilities at Barrack Hill Town Park.  He referred to the recently formed 
Barrack Hill Steering Committee who was looking forward to working in collaboration with the 
Council to improve the facilities at the park.  
 
21.88.05 Tip O’ Neill Walking Trail  
Cllr Nicholas Crossan welcomed the funding allocation of €44,667.93 for the extension and 
resurfacing of the existing Tip O’ Neill Hiking Trail and the purchase of a special lightweight 
wheelchair.  
 

21.88.06 Outdoor Recreation Strategy Workshop 

The Members agreed to hold a workshop meeting regarding the Outdoor Recreation Strategy 

for Donegal on Tuesday 18th January 2022 at 11.30am 
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21.88.07 Funding for Bunagee Jetty – Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme funding  

The Members expressed their disappointment that funding was not received on this occasion   

for the restoration of Bunagee Jetty under the 2021 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.  

Cllr Terry Crossan indicated that the restoration of the Bunagee Jetty would contribute to the 

legacy and the memory of the late Cllr Bernard McGuinness and he requested that the proposal 

is kept on the work programme as a priority. Fiona Doherty indicated that she would endeavour 

to explore other funding avenues in addition to re-submitting the application next year under 

the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme water-based category.  

 

21.88.08 Sli na Slainte Shore Walk, Moville to Greencastle 

Cllr Martin Farren stated that he was disappointed that a meeting didn’t take place in Moville 

before the Christmas holiday period with the Divisional Manager and the Walks and Trails 

Officer to discuss the extension to the Shore walk from Moville to Greencastle. He looked 

forward to meeting on site in the New Year.  

 

21.88 09 Malin Head Visitor Management plan  

Cllr Martin McDermott reiterated his disappointment from the previous meeting regarding the 

progression of the Malin Head Visitor Management Plan. He requested that an emergency 

meeting should take place in early January with all the Elected Members, Director of Service 

and the steering committee and project team. He stated that a dedicated full-time member of 

staff was required to manage and deliver the project. The Members collective agreed that as 

Ireland’s most northerly point, the development of Malin Head is a major project for Inishowen 

and Donegal.  Cllr McDermott expressed his concerns that another year had passed with no real 

progress or planning permission secured. Cllr Albert Doherty concurred with Cllr McDermott 

and added that the members need to be briefed. He said that he understood there was a recent 

Malin Head Steering Committee meeting. 

 

21.88.10 Town and Village Streetscape Enhancement Scheme -Burnfoot  

Cllr Terry Crossan praised Fiona Doherty for her efforts over the last year in Inishowen and 

particularly for the successful engagement and progression with the community, businesses, 

and stakeholders to manage and delivery the Town and Village Streetscape Enhancement 

Scheme for Burnfoot. Cllr Rena Donaghey and Cllr Nicholas Crossan concurred with these 

sentiments. Cllr Paul Canning indicated that he would like to express his gratitude to Fiona 

Doherty in progressing projects in Newtowncunningham, Burnfoot, Killea and Carrigans area.  

 

21.88.11 Town and Village Renewal project – Clonmany  

Cllr Albert Doherty sought clarification on the delays in securing a contractor and re-tendering 

of the resurfacing works associated with the car park at St. Colmcille’s Community Village under 
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the Town and Village Renewal project for Clonmany. He asked if this was a county wide 

problem in procuring contractors as it was causing a long delay in the project being delivered.  

21.88.12 Portaleen Viewing Point – 2020 Clár funding  

Cllr Martin McDermott welcomed the appointment of a contractor to carry out the works 

associated with the Clár funding project at Portaleen Viewing Point. He thanked Fiona Doherty 

for her work throughout the year.  

 

21.88.13 Buncrana School Campus  

Cllr Nicholas Crossan requested and Cllr Albert Doherty agreed that the Council should write to 

the Minister of Education seeking an update on the status of the land acquisition for the 

Buncrana School campus.  

 

21 89 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION SYSTEMS & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

The report was taken as read by Ciaran Martin, Senior Economic Development Officer, 

Economic Development Unit, 

 

21.89.01 Buy Donegal Initiative  

Ciaran Martin, Senior Economic Development Officer said that the Economic Development Unit 

were delighted to receive the Excellence in Local Government Awards ward for the Buy Donegal 

initiative which has been so successful in Promoting Donegal products and buying local 

produce. Clr Rena Donaghey was a fantastic achievement and congratulated all those involved 

 

21.89.02 Inward Investment Strategy Cross Border Initiatives 

Ciaran Martin advised that Donegal County Council and Derry City and Strabane District Council 

have engaged OCO Global Consultants to develop a three-year Investment strategy for the 

region. This work is expected to be completed by the end of 2021.  It was also note that talent 

solutions and mapping skills to employment are being developed to attract employment to the 

County, in conjunction with the University of Ulster, Letterkenny Institute of Technology  and  

the North West Regional College. 

 

21.89.03 Outdoor Seating Grant,  

Ciaran Martin advised that € 700,000 has been paid out under the Outdoor Seating Grant, with 

64 businesses being awarded funding.   This was welcomed by the members. Cllr Albert Doherty 

asked what the pitfalls for the unsuccessful candidates were.  He queried that number of 

applications approved, 44 deemed successful out of 64. Ciaran Martin advised that 44 was the 

number of approved applications to date and that there have been few unsuccessful 

applications. 
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21.89.04 Training for the Engineering Sector 

Ciaran Martin advised that the Local Enterprise Office is working with the ETB, and the LYIT in 

assessing and developing training needs for the engineering sector. 

 

21.89.05 Swans Park Initiative at Halloween 

Cllr Nicholas said that the initiative at Swans Park was excellent at Halloween, and he thanked 

Roads for all the hard work on developing the Park. 

 

21.89.06 Inch Level Surveys  

Cllr Crossan said that he believed that the Inch Level Surveys would be of great economic value 

in relation to health and wellbeing. Ciaran advised that the site for research purposes is Inch 

Levels and post project completion it is likely that key learning and methodologies can be 

applied to other sites in the county and region through an extensive capitalisation programme. 

 

21.89.07 Tourism Initiatives 

It was agreed that tourism, initiatives must continue with ongoing cross border initiatives. Cllr 

Paul Canning suggested efforts should be made to encourage cross border tourism and 

suggested reducing transport costs to It was agreed stay cations should be encouraged to 

maintain tourism levels in Donegal. 

 

21.89 .08 Supports to Businesses during the Covid Pandemic 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan expressed his gratitude for financial and other the supports given to 

business throughout the pandemic. 

 

21.90. HOUSING and CORPORATE SERVICES 

Aideen Doherty Area Manager, Housing and Corporate Services presented the Housing report 

and updated them on matters. The report was taken as read, 

 

21.90.01Consider Schedule of Meetings for 2022 

On the proposal of Cllr Martin Farren and agreed by Cllr Terry Crossan, the Schedule for 

Meetings for 2022 as outlined in the Housing and Corporate report  was agreed. Accordingly, 

the Standing Orders are to be amended to this effect. 

 

21.90.02 Allocations 

Aideen Doherty advised the members on the complexity of moving Council tenants out of their 

homes into alternative accommodation due to defective concrete blocks issues. 
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21.90.03 Refusals of Offers of Local Authority Accommodation and AHB Accommodation  

Refusal of offers of accommodation was discussed.  The consensus of the members was that 

the level of refusals was concerning 

 

21.90.04 Defective Concrete Blocks Report 

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager advised that the number of applications for Defective Concrete 

Blocks Redress Scheme has stalled due to the new Defective Concrete Block Scheme. 

 

21.90.05 Provision of Two-bedroom properties 

Cllr Paul Canning queried if there is provision under Part V agreements to secure 2 bed 

properties as there is considerable demand for this type of property. Cllr Albert Doherty asked 

if the new Croí Cónaithe (Towns) fund to provide services sites for new homes and to support 

refurbishment of vacant homes in regional towns and villages  be utilized for the delivery of 

local authority housing by selling sites at reduced prices and the funding of vacant properties. 

 

Cllr Terry Crossan referred to his motion at plenary level that the Council has unrestricted 

autonomy to pursue acquisitions to address increased housing demands in Donegal  

 

21.90.06 Fire in Carndonagh  

Clrl Albert Doherty referred to the recent fire in a vacant property in Carndonagh and said that 

there were too many vacant properties in the towns and that an initiative should commence to 

encourage families coming back into towns and villages in Donegal. Aideen Doherty advised 

that the council was looking at all options for alternative housing and an exercise was currently 

being completed to capture statistics and data around vacant houses to explore revitalising 

towns. 

 

21.90 07Turnkey Acquisition 

Cllr Martin Farren requested an update on turnkey acquisitions and the time frame for delivery 

of same.  

It was agreed that Housing would follow up on all issues raised.  

 

21.90.08 Housing & Corporate 2021 

The members collectively thanked Housing and Corporate staff for their work throughout the 

year in what was a very difficult time due to the pandemic. It was noted that the staff in the 

service had been in attendance in the office continuously maintaining all services. Cllr Rena 

Donaghey said she wished to congratulate the Chief Executive Officer, Richard Gibson Head of 

Finance, and all Directors of Services on the work completed in 2021.  John McLaughlin, Chief 

Executive Officer  said he acknowledged the work of all the departments  He added  that the 
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Department of Housing had approved  twelve additional staff to  progress the ‘Housing for All’  

directive and a request for additional  staff to  deal with Defective Concrete Blocks in council 

properties had  also been  made.  This news was welcomed by the members. 

 

John McLaughlin, CEO wished everybody a Happy Christmas. 

 

21.91 ROADS AND TRANSPORTATION 
The Roads and Transportation report circulated by Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads and 

Transportation was taken as read. Seamus Hopkins updated members on matters. He advised 

that the budget had been managed well in 2021 despite it being a difficult year with the 

pandemic delaying projects commencing. 

 

21.91.01 Update on Current Programmes 

Seamus Hopkins updated the members on current and ongoing work programmes  

 

21.91.02 Miscellaneous Roads Issues Raised  

Seamus Hopkins updated the Members on miscellaneous items. The following items were 

raised, many of which are ongoing matters raised at previous meetings and at workshop. 

 

 Clar Corner 

 Alignment of road at Admiralty House, Moville 

 White Wall at Battery Brae, Greencastle 

 Lighting at Casey’s Corner, Greencastle 

 Extend cats eyes, Moville to Derry Road as far as Whitecastle 

 Off Street Parking Malin Road  

 Lighting at Malin Town New Development 

 Carndonagh APEX Ard Clogher lighting. 

 General lighting issues. 

 Car Parking in Moville 

 Ramps and Safety Measures in  housing estates 
 

Seamus Hopkins responded to the members’ queries and invited any member to contact him 

should they require any further clarification. He agreed to follow up on all issues raised. The 

members acknowledged the work of the Roads team throughout the year.  It was noted that 

during the current pandemic the work continued under difficult circumstances 

 

21.92 Date of Next Meeting  

The date of the next meeting was agreed to be held on 18th January at 1.00pm 
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Certified: ______________________                                  Date: ______________ 

Leas- Cathaoirleach 

 

 

              __________________ 

           Area Manager             


